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stance, supposing a tyrant should command a person to do
any base action, having the parents and children of that man
under his power, and that, if he did it, they should be spared,
but if he did it not,, they were to die; such cases as these
carry with them a doubt, whether they are voluntary or in-
voluntary. Some such question as,this arises in the case of
throwing things overboard In storms $ for, simply speak ing,
no one voluntarily throws his own goods overboard; but all
endued with common sense do it for the safety of themselves
and the rest of the crew. Such actions therefore are of a
mixed character; but they are more similar to voluntary ac-
tions, for they are objects of choice at that particular time
when they are performed; but the end of an action is ac-
cording to the particular time; and therefore we must speak
of the voluntary and the involuntary at the time when a man
performs the action. But he performs it voluntarily j for the
principle of moving the instrumental parts in such actions is
in himself j but the doing or not doing of those things is in
his own power, the principles of which is in himself. Such
things therefore are voluntary ; but, simply considered,, they
are perhaps involuntary; for no one would choose any of
such things on its own account.

4. But in such actions as these, men sometimes are even
praised, when for the sake of great and noble rewards, they
endure any thing disgraceful or painful; but when they do
the contrary, they are censured; for to endure the most dis-1
graceful tilings with a view to no noble or moderate good is
the part of a base man. To some actions praise indeed is
not granted, but pardon, when a man may have done what
he ought not to do, on account of such things as surpass
human nature, and which no one could bear. Some things
perhaps we should not allow ourselves to be compelled to do,
bat we should rather clie; having suffered the most dreadful
evils j for the Clauses which compelled the Alcmaeon of Eu-
ripides,to kill his mother appear ridiculous. But it is some-
times difficult to determine, what is to be choseri in pre-
ference to what, and which of two evils Is to be endured 5
and it is still more difficult to stand firm by our decisions ,